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in terms of the gameplay, it's very good.
here's where it differs from the norm. you're
given a command list, and your command list
is limited to about 8 hotkeys. from there you
can activate your units (and select what they
do) on the fly. you can select a unit by
selecting their name on the top line, then
dragging them onto the desired location on
the map. you can also select a new unit type
by selecting the name on the bottom line and
pressing the '+' key. '+' then allows you to
select one of the new 'type' units to be
created. it's a fairly simple interface, but it
works really well for the game. of course, it
also has an undo function, so if you mess up
you can take back whatever you've just done.
don't worry--you can also erase an entire
screenful of units and watch as all their
actions are undone. it's a good way of making
sure you're sure you're doing what you want
to do. it's simple enough, but it works well.
you've got a handful of units (heavily
influenced by the c&c series) at your disposal.
these include infantry, tanks, helicopters, and
any number of robots. the units are treated as

                               2 / 6



 

you'd expect. if you want a unit to use a
weapon, you assign it to the appropriate key
on the keyboard (with the exception of the '+'
key, which represents new units) and then you
select the weapon by pressing the keys on the
side of the keyboard. once you've activated a
unit, you can then use a hotkey to send it into
battle. it's pretty simple, but it does the job. all
of the units have a special ability, which can
be used once per battle. these abilities are:
act of war: direct action is a game of action,
with a little thought thrown in. so if you've
been playing an rts for a while, it's not too
hard to get into, but if you're a newcomer, you
can pick it up and see the best parts of the
genre, without having to slog through a dozen
levels of tutorial.
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that said, there's a lot to learn about the
interface. in the skirmish, the basic form of

gameplay is the same as in the single-player
campaign, only with a smaller, more

condensed map and only a few objectives to
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complete. you'll take control of a small force
of infantry, tanks, and aircraft and build up

bases and factories, while also trying to
eliminate the opposing force. base-building
requires you to move your units to bases,
which can be either land or air, with each
having a different resource requirement.

whilst air bases are only good for a few types
of aircraft, land bases can have their uses. a

combined arms base has a road which can be
used to transport supplies, and a factory which
will build structures for you. a rail factory will
build your train tracks, whilst the combined
arm factory will build structures for both air
and land units. as well as being able to build
bases, you can deploy up to three units per

base. there's a small selection of units to pick
from, ranging from infantry, to tanks, to

aircraft, and each have their strengths and
weaknesses. with the help of some fairly

intelligent ai, you'll be able to build your team
and plan your strategy. as well as building

your own base to keep your resources flowing,
you'll have to think ahead, sacrificing some of

your budget to set up a forward base to
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defend a vital resource, or secure a new, more
easily captured base. the skirmish games are
fairly fast-paced affairs, with simple controls,
an easy-to-learn interface, and an emphasis

on the moment-to-moment action. the
campaign is much more in-depth, and while it

may not give you a chance to be an all-
conquering warlord, it will let you play out
different scenarios and give you a sense of

how your decisions will influence the outcome.
if you're looking to spend a little money, you
can get into the skirmish mode for between
$10 and $20. those more in love with the

concept of a campaign will have to fork out up
to $100 for the full version. the eu version of

act of war: direct action is also worth
considering if you're in europe, as it will give
you an advantage in multiplayer. 5ec8ef588b
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